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CITY OF MISHAWAKA 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

 
Application for the designation of a historic district 

City of Mishawaka, Indiana 
 

PETRO PARK LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT 
 
 

I. Description of Proposed District 
 

A. Name of District 
Petro Park Local Historic District 

 
B. Complete List of all Property Owners 

Parks and Recreation Department, City of Mishawaka 
 

C. Legal Description of Property 
Appendix One 

 
D. Map of District 

Appendix Two 
 
II. Representative Neighborhood Organization or Historic District Steering Committee 
 

A. Name of Organization 
City of Mishawaka Historic Preservation Commission 

 
B. Current Officers of Organization 

Roger Dooley, Chairperson 
 

C. Means of Electing Organization / Committee Officers 
Three year terms 

 
D. Goals of Organization 

The preservation and conservation of the unique character of many of 
Mishawaka's residential, recreational and commercial areas is the principal 
goal of the commission.  The commission recognizes that through 
preservation of the elements that make these areas attractive and unique, it is 
protecting the linkage or continuity of sites, building, structures, or objects to 
its historical context of the development of Mishawaka. 
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DESCRIPTION 
 
The 1920s were a time of prosperity, growth and leisure in the United States.  After the crash of the 
stock market in 1929, the positive spirit of the 1920s disappeared and was replaced with a sense of 
sadness and despair throughout the country.  The Roosevelt Administration believed that the only 
way to improve that morale of the country and return life “back to normal” was to create programs 
that required people to get back to their Protestant Work Ethic roots and collectively work together to 
reverse the direction of the country.  The relief-era projects that were built throughout the city park 
system helped to put citizens back to work and foster a positive energy and environment within the 
community.  The design and construction of these projects required a level of creativity and 
enthusiasm that was not typically found during the Great Depression.  The development of these 
features in the park system also indicates that the citizens believed that better times were ahead. 
 
Petro Park is an explosion of shapes and forms that fully utilize the natural and man-made 
environment found within its borders.  Fieldstone bridges transverse the swiftly flowing Willow 
Creek, Canadian Geese float gently along the still waters in the fish hatchery pond, and fieldstone 
walls form boundaries along the hillside separating man and flora. 
 
The purpose of the description section of a historic district application is to describe the features that 
exist within a proposed historic district.  Within the Petro Park Local Historic District, there are 
thirteen (13) structures or features that will be identified as contributing to the historic and significant 
nature of the park.  The remaining section will illustrate each of the thirteen features by giving a brief 
location and identification of the feature, any related historical or significant information about the 
feature, and preservation related concerns or suggestions.  A map identifying the location of each of 
these features is included following the last site description. 
 
Shanower Drive Entry Monuments (1) 
 
Two, six foot tall fieldstone monument structures flank the east and west sides of the Shanower 
Drive park entrance on Jefferson Boulevard.  The symmetrical fieldstone entry monuments consist of 
one six foot tall pillar with a sloping wall connected to a four foot tall pillar.  The eastern and 
western entry monuments are in fair shape.  The major threats to the preservation of the monuments 
are traffic, a large tree near the western monument and the future roadway expansion of Jefferson 
Boulevard. 
 

   
 East Entry Monument West Entry Monument 
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Shanower Drive Entry Archway (2) 
 
The double archway that spans Shanower Drive creates a central focus for the park.  The archway 
consists of two outer fieldstone pillars connected to a larger central pillar by two arching fieldstone 
covered beams.  The outer support pillars are connected to the low fieldstone walls on the east and 
west sides which line the sides of the old park driveway.  Individual copper letters on the arch beams 
spell out PETRO (east arch) PARK (west arch) and the copper dedication plaque is mounted on the 
north face of the central pillar.  The central pillar is approximately seventeen feet tall at its tallest 
point and the low point for the arches is approximately ten feet.  The major threat to the preservation 
of the archway is a tree located near the western exterior pillar that is beginning to crack and shift the 
western arch support as well as crack the two arch beams. 
 

     
 
 
Driveway and Boundary Walls (3) 
 
From the central entry archway, a driveway was built around the entire park area.  The drive went to 
the west through the park, along the present day #17 hole, then meandered along the river until it 
turned north at the far east property line and then followed the property line back to the archway.  To 
make the entry and exit to the park more grand, a series of low fieldstone walls were constructed on 
both sides (interior and exterior) of the driveway from the archway to the general park area.  The 
walls that remain are in good condition, however, the general preservation threats to the exterior and 
interior walls are erosion and maintenance.  A large section of the eastern interior wall has already 
collapsed due to the erosion of the hillside.  Hillside stabilization is an important key for the long-
term maintenance of the interior walls. 
 
Western Exterior Wall 
The western exterior walls were crafted from the archway to the far west property line area (east of 
the #18 tee box).  During the construction of the golf course in the 1940s, a section of the wall was 
removed to allow for access to the #17 green.  A lower wall was crafted to support the bank along a 
corner section of the west wall.  The preservation need for this area is for the removal of small trees 
and brush growing along the walls. 
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Eastern Exterior Wall 
When the eastern exterior wall was originally constructed, the wall extended from the archway to the 
east property line, then south along the east line to the north edge of the Willow Creek.  Presently, 
the wall extends only to the base of the entrance hill with few remnants left of the rest of the wall.  
The only alteration to the wall was the cutting of the wall to allow for the construction of two 
driveway approaches in the 1950s.  Similar to the western exterior wall, the preservation need for 
this area is for removal of trees and brush growing along the wall. 
 

     
 
Interior Wall 
The interior wall complements the western and eastern exterior walls in style and was constructed 
from the base of the hillside at the west and east ends and meets at the highpoint of the archway.  As 
noted above, the major threat to the future of the interior wall is the erosion of the hillside near the 
#16 tee box.  A large section of the wall (see photos) has broken away and unless stabilized, more 
wall in that area will be lost.  Another threat to the wall that needs to be eliminated is the large trees 
that were planted between the roadway and the wall.  Two features including a staircase constructed 
across from the archway and a small hillside seating area were built into the wall to allow 
connectivity and view areas of the park. 
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Hillside Staircase (4) 
 
A concrete staircase, bordered by a low fieldstone wall, was constructed from the archway to the 
base of the hillside to allow park patrons a direct access into the park.  The staircase is in a state of 
disrepair due to hillside erosion, water runoff and silting from Shanower Drive, and lack of 
maintenance.  The fieldstone sidewalls are intact on much of the hillside, but the base of the staircase 
and the stairs will probably need to be reconstructed if the staircase is ever restored.  At the base of 
the staircase is a small wood planked footbridge that is original to the park development project. 
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Hillside Seating Area (5) 
 
Constructed along the western entrance drive is a small hillside seating area.  The area, which is 
accessed through two decorative columns in the interior wall, has approximately fifteen steps and 
lands into an oval shaped seating area.  The two fieldstone benches flanking the staircase are built 
into the supporting fieldstone wall that lines the staircase.  When originally constructed, a second 
staircase continued down the hillside and connected with a footbridge over the creek.  There is no 
evidence of the second staircase or the footbridge at this time. 
 

     
 
 
Willow Creek (6) 
 
When the park area was being developed in the 1930s, the creek running through the property was 
deemed an asset and was programmed for development as a feature within the proposed park.  Much 
like the river banks, the creek flows through a fieldstone wall lined channel from the east property 
line to a point near the west end of the hillside.  At the end point, the creek is split into two smaller 
channels that directs water from the spring-fed fish viewing pond seating area and into the fish 
hatchery pond.  The water in the connector channel from the fish viewing pond was directed to flow 
from the north to the south (out of the pond).  The connection to the fish hatchery pond is a natural 
continuation of the creek and flows underground to a decorative fieldstone wall lined channel and 
then into the northeastern end of the pond.  Another feature integrated into the creek are six bridges 
varying in size and style from the vehicular bridge by the east property line to the fieldstone 
footbridge over the connector channel to the fish viewing pond.  The creek channel is in a fair state 
of repair but several trees, including a large tree by the #16 tee box and a tree in the connector 
channel to the fish hatchery pond, must be removed to stabilize the walls.  Additionally, large areas 
of the creek have silted up and the creek should be dredged to increase water flow.  The only bridge 
in need of repair is the wood footbridge located by the hillside staircase. 
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Fish Hatchery Pond Connector Channel 

 

     
Fish Viewing Pond Connector Channel 

 

     
Willow Creek Bridges 

 
 

Fish Viewing Pond (7) 
 
The fish viewing pond is a three sided fieldstone feature that was constructed over a natural spring 
and outlet into Willow Creek.  The center (east) side of the viewing area has a high arched wall while 
the north and south seating areas mirror the “sofa back” appearance.  The rectangular pond area is 
several feet deep and gained fresh water from a natural spring located within the pond area.  The 
pond is located immediately south of the western end of the interior wall.  The two major 
preservation issues with the fish viewing pond are the build-up of silt in the pond that restricts water 
flow and the need for general maintenance of the vegetation around the viewing area.  The feature is 
in sound structural shape, but it like the adjacent connector channel, is overgrown with small trees, 
grasses and weeds. 
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Rock Monument (8) 
 
The rock monument located near the base of the entry driveway serves as a monument to the rock 
features that were crafted within the park.  In a working drawing of the park, there appears to have 
been a linear pathway that connected the monument, the spring pond and a sunken drinking fountain 
area with the park driveway.  The monument is in fair shape and needs some minor mortar repair on 
the base to prevent the large rock from falling off the base. 
 

   
 
 
Spring Pond (9) 
 
Located immediately west of the rock monument is a small, circular pond.  The spring-fed pond is 
approximately fifteen feet in diameter and has a foot thick wall lining the pond.  In the center of the 
pond appears to be a small fountain mechanism.  The fieldstone walls are in good condition but the 
pond is silted up and requires dredging.  Also, the fountain in the center of the pond should be 
examined to determine if it could be made functional again.   
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Superintendent’s Cabin Chimney (10) 
 
As part of the original development of the park, a small cabin for the park superintendent was 
proposed for construction within the park.  The log cabin was constructed in the area near the #14 tee 
box and all that remains is the fieldstone chimney.  In the significance section of this document, there 
is information related to the construction of the small house from materials salvaged from the Wilke 
House, one of the city’s first structures which was demolished to accommodate the expansion of the 
City Hall building located at First and Church Streets.  The preservation challenge for the chimney is 
that it is an isolated feature that does not relate to any of the other existing features (walls, ponds, 
bridges, etc…) within the park but it serves as a reference to the larger overall feature located at that 
site. 
 

   
 
 
Fish Hatchery Pond (11) 
 
A fish hatchery pond, similar to the one constructed in Merrifield Park, was incorporated into the 
park design in 1934.  The pond is approximately 500’ long and 300’ wide and several feet deep and 
is supplied with water from Willow Creek.  A low fieldstone wall surrounds the pond and two 
features, including a fieldstone footbridge and a creek connector channel, are integrated into the pond 
wall.  The footbridge is a decorative feature with four corner pillars, arched sidewalls and an arching 
walkway.  The bridge was built over piping that connected the Willow Creek connector channel, 
located northeast of the bridge, to the pond.  The pond connector channel, located on the east side of 
the pond, appears (based upon a copy of the work plans of the park) to have been the central channel 
for water flowing from Willow Creek into the pond.  When constructed, the channel extended much 
farther to the north, but it appears the connection to the channel was severed to allow for the 
construction of the #14 tee box. 
 
The preservation challenge for the pond area is twofold.  The first issue is the aging and deterioration 
of the pond walls, as well as all of the creek and river walls, due to their constant wetness and 
weathering.  The walls should be monitored for cracks and breakage and should be repaired to 
prevent seepage of water outside of the pond area.  The bridge and channel area should also be 
monitored during times of high water/flooding for any damaged.  The channel should be dredged and 
a new end wall should be constructed to prevent the water from not being contained within the pond 
area. 
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The second preservation issue, the maintenance of water flow through the pond area, needs to be 
addressed on an ongoing basis.  By increasing water flow through Willow Creek and the related 
connector channels by dredging and silt removal, water flow into the pond would be increased thus 
maintaining good surface conditions and appearance.  With approximately 100,000 SF of pond 
surface, proper water flow is important to prevent silting and growth of water based vegetation. 
 

     
 

     
 
 
#6 Tee Box (12) 
 
One of the additions to the park area when the golf course was added in the 1940s was the peninsular 
#6 tee box.  The tee box is located near the southeast corner of the property and was built to replicate 
the existing fieldstone walls along the riverbank.  The lower portion of the tee box is a fieldstone 
retaining wall with a concrete cap.  At the western end of the concrete wall cap is a raised fieldstone 
marker with small inlaid stones spelling No. 6 to indicate the tee number. 
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Riverbank Wall (13) 
 
One of the more ambitious projects done by the relief workers in the 1930s was the construction of 
riverbank walls along the St. Joseph River.  In Mishawaka, the workers crafted walls from the Logan 
Street Bridge to the eastern end of Petro Park.  The walls were constructed to be decorative in nature 
but also served to protect against bank erosion.  The biggest preservation challenge within the entire 
Petro Park area is the reconstruction and preservation of the walls and bank reconstruction in the 
areas where the walls are presently missing.  One aspect of the riverbank wall in Petro Park that 
makes it significant is that a section of the wall was signed by one of the WPA employees, Albert 
Beach.  That section based on the use of the WPA name indicates that section was constructed after 
1935. 
 

     
 

     
 
 
Other Park Features 
 
Although there are other man-made features within the Petro Park area like the #18 tee box, the 
masonry block storm shelter house and the two bridges, these features are considered to be non-
contributing features within the historic district.  These structures do contribute to the landscape of 
the park area and any modifications or additions to these areas, as well as golf hole relocations or 
modifications, should be sensitive to the character of the park created by the relief era fieldstone 
features.  
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Feature Map 

(1) Shanower Drive Entry Monuments
(2) Shanower Drive Entry Archway
(3) Driveway and Boundary Walls
(4) Hillside Staircase
(5) Hillside Seating Area
(6) Willow Creek
(7) Fish Viewing Pond
(8) Rock Monument
(9) Spring Pond
(10) Superintendent’s Cabin Chimney
(11) Fish Hatchery Pond
(12) #6 Tee Box
(13) Riverbank Wall
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SIGNIFICANCE 

In 1933, the relief of personal distress caused by the Great Depression was an urgent priority of the 
new Roosevelt Administration.  The first step toward such relief came with the creation in March of 
the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), a program which was designed to give work relief to young 
men aged eighteen to twenty-five and to remove them from the job market freeing up private sector 
jobs for older men.  On May 12, 1933, President Franklin Roosevelt established the Federal 
Emergency Relief Administration (FERA) as a larger blanket agency to coordinate and broaden the 
relief efforts of the CCC.  The benefit with FERA was that it sent federal grant money directly to the 
states and allowed the money to be immediately funneled to the local municipalities.  By putting the 
states and local governments in charge of the administration of the program, municipalities were 
allowed to develop programs that were developed to the needs of the community rather than receive 
federal mandates for how to program the money.1 

The first large-scale experiment with work relief came with the formation of the Civil Works 
Administration (CWA) during the winter of 1933-1934.  Created in November 1933, the CWA 
provided jobs and wages to those able to work and provided immediate relief funds to help people 
survive through the winter.  In the City of Mishawaka, the CWA and subsequent relief programs 
helped to fund many public infrastructure improvements as well as recreational area improvement 
projects.  The relief-era programs funded the construction of the riverbank fieldstone walls from 
Logan Street to the east end of Petro Park, as well as physical improvements in Kamm Island, 
Eberhart, Lincoln, Laing, Merrifield, Petro and Rose parks. 

Petro Park began as the vision of Mayor Mason L. Petro to create a second public park for the 
residents on the north side of the St. Joseph River.  In 1933, the only park located on the north side 
of the river was Battell Park, and it was located on the far west side of the city and not easily 
accessible to the growing east side population.  North Side Park, as it was called in the planning and 
development phases, was proposed for location on a large tract of land owned by the city water 
department and located immediately north of the city’s new golf course in Eberhart Park.  The 
proposed park property was being used as a stone and gravel quarry to supply materials for 
infrastructure projects, namely street building projects, throughout the City.  When the CWA 
program was created in November of 1933, Mayor Mason Petro and his staff prepared a list of ten 
projects that could be funded and accomplished using the federal money and the temporary labor 
force.  On November 23, 1933, the South Bend Tribune reported that Mayor Petro presented the state 
with ten projects for consideration for CWA funding.  One of the projects presented to the state was 
the landscaping and development of 31.3 acres of water department property north of the Eberhart 
Park for the proposed North Side Park.2   On November 27th, the City received notification from the 
state that all ten projects had received approval for funding. By the end of November, approximately 
585 men were employed in some capacity in a CWA funded city project.3    Of the 585 men working 
for the city, the newspaper reports that 32 of the men were scheduled for work on the North Side 
Park project.4  

1 Tindall, George Brown.  America: A Narrative History  Volume II. New York: WW Norton & Co. 1988 
2 “200 Ready To Join CWA Crews” South Bend Tribune, November 23, 1933, II; 7 
3 “Lack Material For New Works” South Bend Tribune, November 28, 1933, II; 7 
4 “Book Approves 10 Work Plans” South Bend Tribune, November 27, 1933, II; 2 



Page 13 

Details regarding construction schedules and plans for the development of Petro Park are minimal, 
but by using reports from the South Bend Tribune and the Mishawaka Enterprise, a basic chronology 
of the project can be determined.  The listing is as follows: 

December 12, 1933: A swimming pool was proposed for construction on the park property.  The 
pool was proposed to be constructed by dredging a small creek and damming 
it up.  (Note: There is no indication that the pool was ever completed unless it 
was part of the pond that became the fish hatchery pond).5 

January 18, 1934: The Mayor, while presenting his annual report to the Common Council, 
announced that one of the 1934 projects that was pending state approval was 
the funding for construction of a fieldstone wall along the north side of the 
river along North Side Park.6 

March 11, 1934: The CWA was to be disbanded effective March 31st.  Work on North Side 
Park, including the construction of a swimming pool, would be half 
completed when the CWA program ended.7 

April 1, 1934: The Street Department sent all of its tractors and graders to North Side Park 
to aid in the construction of a new road into the park.8 

May 4, 1934: The City of Mishawaka Board of Public Works and Safety transferred a 19’ 
wide by 647.08’ long parcel of land bordering Jefferson Boulevard to Mrs. 
Louisa Shanower in exchange for a 60’ strip of land granted by her to the city 
for use as an entry into the park.9 

June 10, 1934: FERA men began demolition of the Wilke homestead located immediately 
east of City Hall.  The Wilke home was reported to be one of the first 
structures built in Mishawaka.  Lumber and materials taken from the structure 
would be used later in the construction of a superintendent’s cabin in North 
Side Park.  (Note: the cabin appears to have been located by the #14 tee box. 
All that remains is a fieldstone chimney structure.)10 

September 16, 1934: A second fish rearing pond, similar to the one constructed in Merrifield Park, 
was under construction in North Side Park by FERA laborers.  The pond 
project, which was constructed by 200 laborers, was 500’ long and 300’ wide 
and several feet deep.  Willow Creek, which flows through the park, was 
diverted into the pond to provide fresh water for the raising of the fish.11 

5 “200 More Jobless Given Work On CWA Projects” South Bend Tribune, December 12, 1933, II:5 
6 “Mayor Petro Suggests Office Expansion Be Included In New Building” Mishawaka Enterprise, January 
18, 1934, p.4  
7 “City Tapering Off CWA Work” South Bend Tribune, March 11, 1934, IV:2 
8 “CWA Projects End In City” South Bend Tribune, April 1, 1934, IV:2 
9 “City To Enter Into Land Deal” South Bend Tribune, May 4, 1934, II:10 
10 “Razing Starts At Wilke Home” South Bend Tribune, June 12, 1934, II:5 
11 “New Hatchery Is Being Built” South Bend Tribune, September 16, 1934, IV:2 
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October 15, 1934: The Common Council passed Ordinance #775, presented by the Board of 
Public Works and Safety, to officially name the new north side park, Petro 
Park, in honor of Mayor Mason L. Petro.12  

December 18, 1934: Mayor Petro displayed to the Common Council the plaque that was to be set 
in the pillar at the entrance archway of the park commemorating the 
development of the park by CWA and FERA laborers during the Petro 
Administration.13

August 20, 1935: 300 men were sent to work in Petro Park to complete more park 
improvements.  The men were part of the Works Progress Administration 
(WPA) which was established in April of 1935 to replace FERA.14

September 8, 1935: The City of Mishawaka applied for a WPA grant from the state to continue 
landscaping and building new fieldstone walls at Petro Park.15 

December 17, 1935: Federal funds for finishing Petro Park were allocated and the proposed work 
required 209 men for eight months at a cost of $105,000.16 

Although the above chronology is very nonspecific about the construction dates for features like the 
archway or the fieldstone lined creek bed, it still provides a basic timetable of the development of 
Petro Park.  The vast majority of the CWA/FERA/WPA fieldstone features still remain, but some 
features were removed as a result of the addition of the golf course into the park area in the 1940s. 
Figure #1 on page 15 is a diagram of how Petro Park was developed in the 1930s. 

12 “Board’s Action Is Confirmed” South Bend Tribune, October 16, 1934, II:5 
13 “City Plan Body Approves Plea” South Bend Tribune, December 18, 1934, II:7 
14 “300 More Will Get WPA Jobs” South Bend Tribune, August 20, 1935, II:4 
15 “30 Public Works Jobs Asked To Put 1,200 At Work In ‘36”, South Bend Tribune, September 8, 1935, 
II:6 
16 “Half Million For WPA Goes To Mishawaka” South Bend Tribune, December 17, 1935, p. 1 
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FIGURE #1:  RELIEF-ERA PETRO PARK DESIGN 

GOLF COURSE ADDITION (1949) 

In the late 1940s, it was determined that for the long-term viability of the Eberhart Park, the course 
area needed to be expanded.  The need for the land area expansion was based upon increased 
usership of the course by the postwar society and increased land needs by the Water Department on 
the main course area for well field stations.  The only direction that would accommodate the 
expansion of the course was on the north side of the river in Petro Park.  In the spring of 1949, the 
Eberhart-Petro Municipal Golf Course opened for play featuring a configuration that is similar to the 
layout of the course today.  To accommodate the needs of the golf course, a peninsular tee box was 
created in southeast corner of the park for the tee box for hole #6, a peninsular tee box was built for 
hole #13, and a multi-tiered tee box was built for hole #18.  As part of the development of the 
course, some of the fieldstone features were altered to allow for the course expansion, but by and 
large the course and the park coexisted for many years.  Figure #2 on page 16 is a diagram of how 
the park appeared after being converted into a golf course in the 1940s.  
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FIGURE #2:  GOLF COURSE ADDITION (1949) 

COURSE EXPANSION (1980s to present) 

The Petro Park section of the Eberhart-Petro Municipal Golf Course experienced few modifications 
to the course landscape until the 1980s.  Five major events in the 1980s-1990s have altered the park 
into the facility that it is today.  The first event was the construction of a large maintenance building 
within the Petro Park boundaries.  Due to the increased maintenance requirements of the course, the 
Parks Department constructed a new maintenance building on the Petro Park side of the course to 
hold the larger mowing equipment as well as materials needed to maintain the course.  The building, 
which was proposed for construction near the present day #17 tee box, was constructed at the far 
northeast corner of the property northeast of the #15 green.  The building was built in the late 1987 
and remained until the summer of 1998.  All that is left of the maintenance building is the concrete 
slab foundation. 

The second major change affecting Petro Park was the reconfiguration of the #17 hole.  When 
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originally constructed, the #17 hole was played from south to north from a tee box located near the 
spring fed pond near the #16 green up the northern hillside to an elevated green area.  The hole, 
although quite challenging due to its tiered nature, was dangerous due to the lack of visibility of 
golfers on the green area.  The #17 hole was reconstructed in the 1988 with the construction of a new 
tee box north of the #16 green and a new green located 100 yards to the west by the cart path for the 
#18 tee box.   

The third major change that occurred during the 1980s was the construction of a large stormwater 
retention pond between the #14 and #4 holes.  The pond, which was part of a drainage master plan, 
was constructed to focus the water that traditionally gathers in the low spot of the course and 
centralize the water within the pond.  The pond and drainage plan has also helped to lower the water 
table to keep the rough area between the two holes drier during the wet season. 

Figure #3 reflects the changes to the course during the 1980s. 

FIGURE #3:  COURSE EXPANSION (1980s to present) 
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The fourth major change that occurred during the 1980s at the golf course was more of a 
philosophical change in nature than physical.  The City decided based on safety and other concerns 
that is was necessary to restrict public access to the park area.  When Petro Park was first 
constructed, Mayor Petro’s vision was to create a recreational area for all citizens.  The fencing of 
the park along the north and east and the construction of vehicular gates on Shanower Drive limited 
park usership to only those that had paid greens fees for course play.  This policy decision helped to 
provide a safer and more quiet area for golfers, free of the distraction from fishers and campers along 
the river area, but it also meant that the original spirit of Petro Park was no more. 

Although the prior changes that occurred during the 1980s and 1990s were minor changes in 
comparison to the changes that occurred during the original construction of the course, the fifth 
change is a positive event that has happened since the development of golf course in the park. 
Through activism and renewed neighborhood community spirit of the Shanower Drive 
neighborhood, a future priority of the City will be to preserve and protect the relief-era fieldstone 
structures.  This preservation document is a result of the interest and preservation desires of the 
neighbors, as well as the City, to repair, clean and rebuild portions of Petro Park.  Petro Park, which 
was built in the 1930s, has suffered years of neglect, deterioration and change, but through 
collaborative efforts like those seen at Battell Park, the hillside can be tamed, the walls can be 
repaired, the arch can be stabilized, the creeks can be cleaned and Petro Park can once again become 
one of the showplace jewels for the City of Mishawaka. 

In summary, the designation of Petro Park as a local historic district helps to establish its significance 
as one of the seven recreational areas of the city that benefited from the Roosevelt-era work relief 
programs during the 1930s.  The Great Depression was a very painful period in the history of the 
United States and therefore it is important that this link to the past, not only in Petro Park but also in 
Rose, Battell and the others, be preserved for future generations.  The fieldstone projects created in 
the City, like the cascading rock garden in Battell Park, the pagoda-shaped restroom buildings in 
Lincoln and Rose Parks, the fieldstone vehicular bridge to Miami (Monkey) Island and the double 
arch entry way into Petro Park, are a testament that for many Mishawaka citizens that the Great 
Depression was a time of creativity and enthusiasm instead of despair and pain. 
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