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When I started out as a freshman 
at Purdue University, I was set on 
becoming a civil engineer. As part 
of their curriculum, I was required to 
take an Introduction to Geomatics 
course. The class was scheduled at 
7:30 in the morning, which may as 
well be 4:30 in the morning when 
you’re a college student, but to my 
surprise I loved it. It was the first 
class I had taken that had an outdoor 
component to it, which was much 
more fun than being stuck in a 
classroom for two hours. For the rest 
of my time at Purdue, I took as many 
land surveying courses as I could 
and graduated with a degree in civil 
engineering and a minor in land 
surveying.

After graduation, I started working 
for Lawson-Fisher Associates in 
South Bend. I was looking for a 
place that would allow me to be 
both an engineer and a surveyor and 
Lawson-Fisher was more than happy to allow me 
to do both. In the five years I’ve been there, I’ve 
worked on a wide variety of surveys including 
topographic surveys, boundary surveys, route 
surveys, and right-of-way engineering. I’ve 
done field work and office work, along with 
the occasional research trip to the county 
courthouse. 

This past year I have been working through the 
process of getting licensed. I ran into an obstacle 
early on when I realized I would need three 
references from licensed land surveyors and I 
only had close connections to two. Thankfully, 
I was able to leverage the contacts I had made 
through the Young Surveyors Network to 
connect with a third. After that, it was smooth 
sailing, and in August of this year I became a PS. 
Since then, I have stamped a grand total of one 

survey, with hopefully many more to come.
If I could give advice to someone just starting out 
in their career, I would stress the importance of 
the “soft skills.” Many times I have found myself 
in a position where I need to explain surveying 
concepts to those who have limited survey 
knowledge. For example, how do you explain to 
someone in the Auditor’s Office why you need 
to see the old maps they have? Or how do you 
explain to a property owner why you want to 
survey the section corner on their property when 
the project you’re working on is half a mile away? 
Learning how to communicate effectively is 
nearly as important as learning the technique of 
surveying.
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Electric utility poles stretch off into the distance as Rebecca Hinkle 
gathers data




